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Pastor’s Page

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia. 

St. Paul writes to the Philippians: 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

I do thank God for all of you. I will remember you in my prayers, just as I remember my former parishes in Necedah and New Miner, WI and Fisher and Euclid, MN.  You will be in my prayers as you seek God’s Will for your next pastor and the next steps in ministry to Barron and the surrounding area. 

We have partnered in the gospel from that afternoon in December 2018 until Easter Sunday this year. It’s been a joy to serve alongside of you for these past 5 years. Keep up the gospel proclamation of the Gospel in this community. Barron is a special place and as I stated in my acceptance letter for me leaving to St. John’s in North Prairie, Barron is still ripe for the harvest. There are still souls that need to hear about Jesus. 

Now as I write to you one last time, remember also, that you are Easter people. You are a people that live with the reality that Jesus is alive for you. He is alive for you and because of that you have the promise of life eternal. 

As I say good-bye, remember Jesus Christ is your Savior. Remember that he is the one that grants you new life. Remember also that the church is the place that the gospel is preached. You will still hear the gospel preached, you will still have the Sacraments given to you. 

The March 2024 issue of The Lutheran Witness is phenomenal. It talks about hope. Hope in Christ. There is so hope for us in Christ, but oftentimes despair comes our way. It invades the heart of every person – pastor and lay person. I read this in the article, Quiet Despair and its Remedies, written by Rev. Dr. Adam Koontz: “Forget what lies behind, the steps your family or your congregation could have taken but did not. Put aside the bitterness of the past and the regrets that you did not see earlier or grasp sooner what would make for the Gospel’s growth in your home or in your town. Christ is not only the Lord of the past, reigning over black and white photographs of large confirmation classes or happy baptismal parties in churches now closed. Christ is also your Lord today and now and always…Act on what is always true: He is alive and heaven is open to all believers in His promise.” Dr. Koontz wraps up his article with these words and with these words I also bid you farewell: “After every enemy sought to destroy Him, He stepped forth from the grave, wounded on our behalf, crowned with life and victory. In Him, We More than Conquer!”

We more than conquer in Christ! This isn’t goodbye…I’ll see you again if not on this side of heaven, in the eternal glories of being with Jesus. 

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Michael Nielsen 
108 Cecilia Ct
Waukesha, WI 53188


Christ Lutheran Church – Kenneth Koch
kckochsf@yahoo.com
1984 78th St.
Luck, WI 54853
715-716-0456 (text)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
	Your congregation and ours belong to Circuit 3 of the North Wisconsin District.  Our circuit is changing rapidly which forces us all to look at the future in a new light. Two pastors, Greg Becker and Leonard Wildauer, are retiring and two congregations, Almena and Barron are vacant.  Many of our congregations are small and do not have the resources to be able to support our own pastor so this puts us in a precarious position.  
	In consultation with the pastors in our circuit, we have decided to have a meeting of the lay people from each congregation on April 15th, 6:00PM at St. Paul's, Cumberland. The focus of the meeting will be to layout the statistics of our circuit and present some possible options for moving forward.  
	The Lord has commissioned us to “Go and make disciples of all nations.”  He has also told us to “Feed my lambs.”   We would like to “brainstorm” with you on how, we as a circuit and you as an congregation can best do that for our Lord's church.
	Our goal is to have every congregation in our circuit represented. Your input is important to us o matter the size of your congregation, so please prayerfully consider your role in this endeavor.

In Christ!

Ken Koch


Council Meeting 03/12/24

Present:  President John Steele, Vice President Josh Millerman, Secretary Emily Steele, Treasurer MaryAnn Thompson, Trustee Tom Lipke, Elder Don Duncan, Board of Education Chris Severt

Absent:  Pastor Micheal Nielsen

President John Steele called the meeting to order
Secretary Report:  The report from February was sent out electronically.  A motion was made to approve the minutes by Don Duncan and seconded by Tom Lipke

Treasurer Report:  
MaryAnn Thompson provided financial reports as of February 29th, 2024. 
Pastor’s salary appeared higher in the budget period, but was due to the normal occurrence of 3 pay periods in the affected month.  
The council decided to move $4800 from the roof repair from the repairs budget category to a new building fund expense category to better track what is being removed from the building fund.
Ms. Thompson filled out a worker’s comp information sheet for the church mutual insurance to better reflect church employees.  This may change the worker’s comp bill.
A motion was made to approve the treasurers report by Chris Severt and seconded by Josh Millerman.

Elder Report: 
Don Duncan reported that Pastor will see shut-ins for March, will confirm Isacc M. on Palm Sunday and will welcome new members on Easter Sunday.  Dewayne and Kari will finish teach Confirmation for the remainder of the year.  Volunteers will be needed to take over Pastor’s work on Facebook and the church website.
No new transfers or releases.
The April elders on duty were Paul Millerman (7th), Trevor Duncan (14th), Josh Millerman (21st) and Don Duncan (28th).
Mr. Duncan arranged a pre call congregational meeting with Pastor Luich for April 14th from 11-11:30 AM.   Pastor Buechner reviewed the call process with the elders.  Pastor Buechner will speak with vacancy pastors to see if they will cover church duties.  The elders met with Pastor Buth on 3/10/24 and he agreed to be the vacancy pastor.  In the future, the council may need to review and adjust by-laws as needed concerning calling a vacancy pastor.
Pastor Buth requested $1200/month including mileage to provide coverage.   If he is classified as a contract employee, he will need to fill out a 1099 form and provide invoices.  Pastor will be here April 1st and can clarify how he wishes to be classified.
The elders would like to get an estimate for a crash bar for the front door to help keep it better locked.
The elders suggested that we may want to make sure the Facebook live doesn’t start until 09:00.  In addition, it would be a good idea for elders to know how to use the camera.
Jim and Susan Keiser from Bible translators are coming for a Bible class on April 7th at 10:15am.
The Elders will put up a sign up for call committee.
Mr. Duncan went to the recent Winkle and discussed church mergers.  There will be a meeting at St. Paul’s in Cumberland April 15th at 6:00p.m.  It will be a brain storming meeting concerning mergers.  Lay people are welcome to attend.
A motion to accept the elder report was made by Tom Lipke and seconded by Chris Severt.

Trustee Report: 
Tom Lipke reported that the bill for roof over the altar guild room was $4800.  The ceiling, sink and counter have been replaced and were done well.  Mr. Lipke and Will Schuettpetz are painting the room.  Supplies were donated by Ms. Thompson in memory of her husband Bobby Thompson.
Mr. Lipke reported that after Pastor leaves for his new call, the parsonage will need cleaning and repair; in particular plumbing work. 
Men’s club would like to donate a cake for Pastor’s final Sunday on Easter Sunday.
A motion was made to accept the Trustee report by Chris Severt and seconded by Don Duncan.

Board of Ed Report:                                                                                                                                                          Chris Severt reported tha  t the daycare director is working on a possible second room in the Preschool.  There can be a changing table without a sink access, and a permanent wall is not required; just a partition and gates. The director is looking at having the room available around May/June.  The Area Community Fund gave $750 to the Childcare Center and Preschool. The childcare will be using the money to purchase lumbar to make a partition/cubbies and purchase gates, estimated to be approximately $600.
Jen Millerman and Emily Steele are planning on doing an evaluation of childcare staff to prep for the State.
Board of Ed is researching a possible rate change in June.
The church still needs a Director for VBS.
YFM is planning an Easter Egg Hunt for March 30th.  They are in need of help for craft stations.
The Church Picnic is tentatively scheduled for August 9th.
Pastor Report:  None

Old Business:  None

New Business:  
We discussed how to address vacation pay out when pastor leaves.  The call documents do not specify how to deal with vacation pay when Pastor leaves.  This issue will need to be clarified in for future calls.  We decided to pro-rate vacation days and compare them to leave taken in the first quarter of the year.  The Concordia Insurance coverage ends March 31st.  Cobra will be available for 60 days after if needed.
Funds not used for pastor salary during the coming vacancy will be left in checking and transferred to savings.
Passwords will be placed on the church computers and there will be limited access to the passwords to ensure confidentiality and protection of sensitive information.
The interim pastor will work from home and will not need a new computer.
Once pastor leaves, we will need a new administrator for the child care center.  This will be the church president John Steele.  He will need a background check.
Integrity Accounting began providing services for the church the beginning of March.
The bylaws require review and perhaps updating.  Mr. Duncan will review with pastor Luick when he visits.
A motion to end the meeting was made by Don Duncan and seconded by Chris Severt.
Council ended with the Lord’s Prayer
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Men’s Club - March 5th, 2024
 
· President Tom Lipke called the meeting to order.
· Pastor lead us in prayer
· Sec. report and minutes were read from 2/6/2024 meeting.
· Treas. Report: We had $75.00 from some ladies for a donation for the appreciation meal. Thank you for your donations.  Not necessary but appreciated.
· Tabled election of officers, not enough members coming to meetings.
· New Business:  Easter Brunch- Tom has a $250.00 Thrivent card. Talked about the menu.
· Will talk about the church and parsonage yard cleanup next meeting, April 2nd,2024
· Motion by Don to adjourn. 2nd by Jim
· Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes by Don Duncan, Sec.
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April 16:  Jamey and Kathy Dennis

April 21:  Paul and Sue Millerman

April 24:  Mike and Debbie Kuhrt
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Baptism Birthday
April 15:  Kailynn Duncan

April 23:  Brooks Klimek

April 26:  Zackary Mickelson

April 29:  Maddie Severt








[image: See the source image]



April  1:  Bud Bremer

April 2:  Maddie Severt

April 3:  John Steele

April 5:  Andrew Bryan

April 7:  Taylor Severt & Emily Steele

April 8:   Ryan Hanson & Ryley Hanson

April 10:  Brady Mickelson

April 11:  Alexander Millerman

April 13:  Michael Kuhrt & Wendy Starch Noha

April 15:  Kimberly Hanson

April 17:  Joyce Kaseno

April 20:  Lori Crawford & Cody Vought

April 22:  Christopher Severt

April 23:  Allison Seeman

April 25:  Amy Dennis

April 29:  Bob Harbaugh




















How to Contact Us
Pastor Michael Nielsen – (218) 280-0999
Pastor’s Email – rev.mike.nielsen@gmail.com
Office – (715) 537-3011
Preschool – (715) 537-3011 ext.14
Mary Ann Wheeler, Parish Musician – (715) 205-1158
Church Service Phone –1 (888) 505-1870
Church Email: salembarron@gmail.com
Salem’s New Web Page Is: https://www.salembarron.com/
Click on enter the following link and follow the prompts to support Salem. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6137330 	

April Ushers
Chris Severt
Logan Severt
Jim Crawford
Logan Crawford 
Mahlon Maas 
Jim Metcalf
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Duffy Anderson 			715-537-9218
Jeanne Perala				715-986-2335
Will and Kathy Schuettpelz		715-418-3637
Randy and Sue Church		715-537-5901
Roger and Ann Fagerlin		715-458-4096
Mary Hammann			715-205-3455
Stan and Nancy Koenig		715-651-8751
Mike and Debbie Kuhrt		715-637-1771
David & Cindy Steel			715-418-0233













April Elders
7 – Paul Millerman
14 – Trevor Duncan
21 – Josh Millerman
28 – Don Duncan





		
						
								





Coffee Schedule
7 – Trevor & Sarah Duncan Family
14 – Mary Ann Thompson
21 – Marcia Elliott
28 – Mark & Amy /Fred & Linda

April Greeters
7 – Chris Severt Family
14 – Jim Crawford Family
21 – Joyce Kaseno
28 – Mahlon & Barb Maas
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday



	 
  
    
  

  
	1

7:00 am Elders
	2

8 am Bible Class
   9:00 am Men’s Club


	3

4-5pm Confirmation

	4   

  




	  
  5
	6
  





  

	7   White – 

  9:00 am Communion Worship
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class
    Jim & Susan Kaiser speaking
  11:30 Chili & Cookie Cook-Off






	8


	9
7 am Bible Class  
8:30am Winkel 
   @Clayton 
   7:00 pm Council
   
   
	10

4-5pm Confirmation

	11 

  
  
	  12

  
  
  

  
	13
  8:30am
  LWML Spring Rally
  St. Paul’s Cumberland
  


  


  
 


	14  
  
    9:00 am  Worship 
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class,
10:30 – PreCall Meeting With Pres. Lueck of the North Wisconsin District

.


  

  
	15

6:00 pm – Circuit Lay Leader Meeting @ St. Paul’s Cumberland

6:00pm
 CPR Training for
The Childcare staff
	16

8 am Bible Class   

  


	17

4-5pm Confirmation 


	18


	19


	20

	21  White
     9:00 am Communion Worship
    10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class,




	22


	23

 8 am Bible Class   

	24

4-5pm Confirmation 

	25


	  26

	  27



	28
    9:00 am Worship 
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class 
  Ladies Afternoon at the Play
  Noon – Lunch(Adventures)
  2pm – Play, On Golden Pond
            At Rice Lake         

	29
	30
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COOK-OFF
Sunday

April 7th
@ 11:30

WINNING PRIZES
KWIK TRIP GIFT CARDS
Tst Place - $50
2nd Place - §25
3rd Place - $10

!

Cow A
P‘I:ye siﬁf’up if you plan to enter the contest. If gou'd like to just

“comde aq{d?njog lunch, gou can see who the BIG winners are.

/
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
Cordially invites you to attend the

ZONE 3 LWML SPRING RALLY
Saturday, April 13", 2024

Registration starts at 8:30; Rally will follow at 9:00
Refreshments will be provided during registration.

Cost: $8:00 per person which includes lunch

Guest Speaker: Ruth Woltmann, DCE from Family of Christ Lutheran
Church, Ham Lake Minnesota
Ruth will be sharing God’s Word and some life experiences around the topic
of Missions as a Family Affair!

A bible study will be presented by the women from Pipe Lake Church with
, the topic “Forgiving when you are hurt”.

Please bring any canceled stamps, eyeglasses, SOFT eyeglass holders and old
prescription bottles.

Our ingathering collection will be monetary gifts to the
Pregnancy Help Center of Rice Lake. This will be helpful as their needs change on a
weekly basis.

We are looking forward to hosting the Spring Rally and serving you with
gladness.

Blessings, The ladies of St. Paul Lutheran Church
743 22 % Ave. Cumberland (Phone 715-822-8690)
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Sponsored by

On Golden Pond

By the Northern Star Theater

April 28th 2pm -$10 per

person

Rice Lake WI -Sign up o t‘tk ts

This comedic drama is the story of three genera-
tions of the Thayer family. Norman and Ethel have L
shared decades together and are making their way
through the challenges of growing old. Their middle- 4|
aged daughter is trying to come to terms with her tu-

multuous relationship with both her father and men in @

general, and the youngest (and newest) member of |

the family is a young man trying to find his way
through his own troubles. This summer on Golden

Pond will push their problems into the light and °

bring everyone together.

Join us for lunch at Adve
Then the play at 2pm—Or meet us a
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11:25-26 (niv)

‘Jesus said to fier, f am the
resurrection and the (ife. He
who befieves in me will five,
even though fie dies; and
whoever fives and befi
me will never die.’
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