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Pastor’s Page


A Blessed New Year – 2025!    From Pastor Buth
[image: Image result for new year quotes]Luke 2:21 – “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” So how was your 2024? What are you looking forward to (with either joy or dread) in 2025? No matter our joys or our sorrows, this is certain: last year and next year belong to Jesus. And His very name is a comfort to us, for He is called Jesus because He will save His people from their sins, as the angel said. As you begin a new year, rest in that knowledge.   (Stewardship Blurb – LCMS) 
As we begin the New Year we lift our heart to God in pray and praise, thanking Him for the blessings of His life giving love, grace and mercy.  We don’t know what lies in wait for us, but God knows!  And He will be with us!  That is His Name.  “IMMANUEL!” – God with us!  Never loose sight of that promise!
I have been quoting in my sermons from a book that I received at the Adult Conference, Reed Lessing’s book, Overcoming Life Sorrows.  Here is another. “In worship, Christ meets us in the here and now, giving us courage to face the day, spine to face tomorrow, and hope to face the week to come.” (p. 79). He also said this about worship.  “We gather in worship to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the gifts of Word and Sacrament.  Through these Means of Grace, God says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).  The “you” in Jeremiah Hebrew is singular, not plural.  It’s “you,” not “you all.”  Singular ‘you” denotes a focus that is individual and intimate, particular and person.  God’s care is cosmic and universal, to be sure.  Yet here God employs the singular “you.” 
That’s the power of worship.  We hear promises like “Your sins are forgiven”; “Christ died and rose for you”; “I have called you by name.”  You!  You!  God loves you!  (p. 77). 
Meditate upon those thoughts!  Live in your Savior’s love!  Celebrate the New Year in the grace of you living Lord and Savior.   
God’s Blessings – 
Frederick Buth (vacancy Pastor). 

Council Meeting  December 10, 2024

Council Members Present:  Pastor Buth, President John Steele, Vice President Josh Millerman, Head Elder Don Duncan, Board of Education Chris Severt, Treasurer Mary Ann Thompson, Trustee Tom Lipke, Incoming Trustee Trevor Duncan

Absent: Secretary Emily Steele

Treasurer Report:  Mary Ann advised the November summary as follows:  General fund Balance as of October 31, 2024 is $91,151.69; November Income: $10,377.84; Expenses: $4,997.08; Net Income $5,380.76;  General Fund Balance as of November 30, 2024 $96,532.45;  General Fund Env. $8839.36; November Missions $332.00; November Building Fund: $543.00; November Gifts and Memorials Income $102.00;  November Daycare Income $75.00;  November Interest Income $88.58; November Oil Well $165.88;  Current Bank Accounts:  Church Checking - $75,758.45; Savings - $23,927.36; Daycare Checking - $64,129.23 Building Fund Account - $35,604.56, and the Daycare Loan Balance of $36,819.34.

Discussed moving $30,000.00 from checking account and investing it in a short-term CD.  A 6 month CD is currently at 3.5 Apy.  A 9 month CD is 3.51 Apy and a 15 month CD is 4.11 Apy.  Mary Ann made a motion to put $30,000.00 in a 6 month short term CD and seconded by Chris.  Chris made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and it was seconded by Josh.

Elders Report:  Meeting from December 2, 2024.  Had special guests; Pastor Mundinger, Pastor Dalrymple, Council and Call Committee.  Pastor Dalrymple and Pastor Mundinger talked about having a Vicor at Salem.  It would be for 2 years and the call process would be on hold.  The group decided not to go with a possible Vicor and continue with the call process.  January Elders on duty are:  January 5th – Tim and reader Stan; January 12th – Don and reader Don; January 19th – Paul and reader Paul; January 26th – Josh and Josh reader.

There will be a Blood drive at Salem January 13th.

Need to vote for delegates by January 31, 2025 and alternate for District convention.

Tom made a motion to accept the Elder’s report and seconded by Chris.

Trustee’s Report:  Tom was going to replace the heat register’s in the parsonage but decided to paint them to make them look nice as it was expensive to replace them.  The sign by the road will not light up so Tom, Don and Josh looked at it and ordered new bulbs.  

This is Tom’s last council meeting and said it has been a pleasure to serve on the board.  He said Trevor will do a great job.  Lots of projects were accomplished in the 6 years and Tom said he could not have done it without all the help.  Chris made a motion to accept Tom’s report and seconded by Don.

Board of Education:  No report as there was no meeting. Have a meeting in January

Old Business:  none

New Business: none

Chris made a motion to adjourn and seconded by Mary Ann

Minutes by Mary Ann Thompson
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January 3:  Amee Starck

January 4:  Daniel Dennis & Marlene Kirkman

January 5:  Dwayne Stabenow

January 6:  Ava Slayton, & Bentley Slayton

January 8:  Brooks Klimek

January 10:  Maddie Thompson

January 12:  Andrew Church

January 15:  Sarah Bisonette & Carolyn Bremer

January 16:  Earl Starck

January 19:  Nathan Kirkman

January 20:  Carl Mueller

January 28:  Gail Espeseth & Robin McGowan

January 29:  Linda Riebe
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January 1:  Caleb Duncan

January 5:  Dwayne Stabenow

January 13:  Jacob Duncan & Matthew Steele













[image: See the source image]Men’s club meeting 12-3-24
  
· President Tom called the meeting to order.
· Secretary report was read from November 5,2024 meeting.
· There was no treasure report.
· Old Business:  Prizes for The Big Buck contest will be
1st - $40.00
2nd - $30.00
3rd - $20.00
Smallest legal buck will be able to pick a prize from the table.
· We will have a supper at 6:00pm of sloppy joes, cookies, and chips.  Contest if a 6:00pm December 8th.
· New Business:  Men’s Club will swerve December 22nd after the church service.
· [image: White Tail Deer · New Zealand Safaris]Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Minutes by Don Duncan, secretary 
 Big Buck Winners 2024 were: 
1st Isaac Mickelson
2nd Sue Church
3rd Kailynn Duncan
Smallest Legal Buck – Josh Millerman 
The other lucky buck hunters for the 2024 season but unfortunately not big enough to win or small enough to win!  Aaron Mickelson, Ryan Hanson, Dean Hanson, Randy Church, Luca, Ethan Kobernick, and Ryley Hanson.

	January Elders		Reader
 5 – Tim Dennis		Stan Koenig
12 –Don Duncan		Don Duncan
19 – Paul Millerman		Paul Millerman
26 – Josh Millerman		Josh Millerman



How to Contact Us
Pastor Buth – Cell:  715-642-3050	Home:  715-353-2540
Pastor:  salembarronpastor@gmail.com 
Office – (715) 537-3011
Preschool – (715) 537-3011 ext.14
Mary Ann Wheeler, Parish Musician – (715) 205-1158
Church Service Phone –1 (715)-438-4200
Church Email: salembarron@gmail.com
Salem’s Web Page Is: https://www.salembarron.com/
Click on enter the following link and follow the prompts to support Salem. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6137330 	
[bookmark: _Hlk186201077][bookmark: _Hlk186201078]January Ushers
Josh Millerman – Head Usher
Rick Church
Randy Church
Jeremy Millerman
Cody Vought
Alex Millerman





Coffee Schedule
5 – Josh & Jen Millerman Family
12 – Paul & Sue Millerman
19 – John & Emily Steele Family
26 – David & Cindy Steel Family








Rick and Kelly Cornelius		715-837-1698
Paul and Sue Millerman		715-205-6182
Sarah Bisonette			715-236-7868
Bob & Laurie Hinrichs		715-651-1087
Mark and Jeannette Garrett	715-537-5838
Rita Herrman			715-642-1914
Joyce Kaseno			715-537-5955
Terry and Marlene Kirkman	715-637-3968
Mahlon and Barb Maas		715-537-5211
Jeremy and Michele Millerman 	715-205-2615
John and Emily Steele		715-441-5169
Cindy Wright			651-335-3517
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		[bookmark: _Hlk186201140]January Greeters
5 – 
12 – Deb Church Family
19 – Josh Millerman Family
26 – Church Family
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday




	  
   
   


	
	
	1
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	2



	3


	4



	5  White

7:45 am BOE Meeting
   9:00 am Communion Worship
10:00 Coffee/Snacks
   10:15 am SS/Bible Class
   Thrivent meeting 10:00am





	6
7:00 pm  Elders


	7
 
   8:00 am  Bible Class
9:00 am Men’s Club
	8

  
4-5pm Confirmation 



	9



	10

	11


	12 Green

   9:00 am Worship
 10:00 Coffee/Snacks
 10:15 am SS/Bible Class


	13
12-6 pm 
Blood Drive
[image: Blood Drive – SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish]
	14
  
   8:00 am Bible Class
7:00pm Council

	15

4-5pm Confirmation 

	16
   


	  17

	  18

  
  


	19 Green

    9:00 am Communion Worship
10:00 Coffee/Snacks
   10:15 am SS/Bible Class
    10:00 am YFM
   


	20 


	21

8:00 am  Bible Class
	22

4-5pm Confirmation 

	  23


	  24
	  25


	26 Green
 
 9:00 am Worship
 10:00 Coffee/Snacks
 10:15 am SS/Bible Class
	27
	28

8:00 am  Bible Class
	29

4-5pm Confirmation 

	  30


	  31
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4 £ /4 You crown the year with Your goodness,
And Your paths drip with abundance.
PSALM 65:11





