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Pastor’s Page

Dear Saints of Salem,
[image: spring-sun | Poetic Mind]
I don’t know about you, but I am loving the weather this winter. The sun and warmer weather is a great blessing. I do realize that even the snow is a blessing since it does provide moisture. It waters the earth. Even as the sun and the warmth bring great blessings. 
As I was thinking about this winter and the season of Lent that we are in, I am reminded of 
Isaiah 1:18 	“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:  though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
In the season of Lent we are reminded of our sin (in fact every day we are). During Lent though, we are focused on repentance and the full weight that our sins bring us. We read in the letter to the Romans that the wages of sin is death. This is true, but we can thank God that he came to this earth to live and die and rise again to forgive our sins and grant us life, life eternal. 
[image: nature, Landscapes, Winter, Snow, Snowing, Snowflake, Snowfall, Roads ...]As we turn back to Isaiah 1:18, our sins are like scarlet. Bright red. They are visible! There are several people that tell me after a snowfall, “Well, pastor isn’t that just beautiful.” I answer, “if it could snow on the grass and trees, but stay off the roads, sidewalks, and driveways, sure.” A fresh snowfall is beautiful. It makes everything look pure and white, so when a fresh snow does come, I attempt to look at in a theological since and how it reminds us that Christ’s blood makes us clean, as white as snow. We are pure with the blood of Christ. 
We continue through this season of Lent together as we continue to learn to repent all the more and continue to bring our sins to the cross so that we can receive his mercy and grace.
As we move through Lent and the month of March together, I want to remind you of our special worship times once again. 
Midweek Lenten services are held at 12 Noon and 6:30 PM with a Lenten meal at 5:30 PM. Holy Week Services begin on March 24 with Palm Sunday at 9 AM. Maundy Thursday is March 28 and Good Friday is March 29, services those days are at 12 Noon and 6:30 PM. Easter Sunday, March 31 we have our Sonrise Service at 7 AM followed by the Men’s Club Easter Breakfast and then our Easter Festival Divine Service at 9 AM. 
May God continue to bless you this Lent and as we approach Resurrection Day. 
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Nielsen 


February 25, 2024

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Salem Lutheran Church,

Five years ago I included these words from Dietrich Bonhoeffer when I accepted your Call to be your pastor: “It is not we who build.  Christ builds the Church.  NO man builds the church but Christ alone.  Whoever is minded to build the church is surely well on the way to destroying it; for he will build a temple to idols without wishing or knowing it.  We must confess---he builds.  We must proclaim—he builds.  We must pray to him—that he may build.”

As you know, Emily, Hannah, Mimi, Jonah, Naomi, Timothy, and Titus and I have been in prayer over the last month regarding the two calls that I have. The one here to Salem and the one to St. John in North Prairie. I have had numerous conversations with my brothers in the ministry – friends and mentors. I have spent numerous time in prayer. I have told several people in the last weeks that this was going to be one of the hardest decisions I have ever had to make. It’s been a difficult month for myself and for my family as we sought the Lord’s Will for our lives. 

I want you to know that during these last four weeks I have prayed for you earnestly. We have lived together for the last five years. Not long after we arrived, we celebrated the fact that we were going to add to our family, and then tragedy struck when we suffered a miscarriage. About a year plus into our ministry together, we attempted to work through a Pandemic to the best of our ability. And yes, we all fumbled our decisions. We celebrated together, we cried together. We laughed together. We brought the Childcare and Preschool to where it is today together with the Lord’s help. We have said goodbye to many amongst us through death. We have celebrated births, baptisms, confirmations, graduations, amongst other times of joy. This is the first place that I truly felt like we could call home. This is the place that our family went from three children to six children. Personally, we have been the highest of highs and the lowest of lows here amongst you. 

There have been times that we have struggled together, we have questioned where we are going in the future. As I have thought about all of that here. I have also thought about the opportunities for my family and I in North Prairie, the chance for my children to attend Lutheran School at least through High School if not further. We factored in owning our first home. The field is ripe and the opportunities are rich here in Barron, but also in North Prairie. This has been the hardest decision for my family and I to make. With this all being said, it is difficult for me to tell you that the Lord of the Church has led my family and I to accept the Call to serve the Saints of God at St. John in North Prairie. There is much more that I want to say, but I can’t at this point. 

I want you know though, that you are in my prayer. I will pray for the future of Salem and her ministry amongst the people of Barron. The Lord of the Church is with you, he will guide you to the next man to be your shepherd, even as sinful as he might be. I will pray that “Thy Will be done.” 

As to the details of my departure, my plan is to be here through Easter and celebrate Easter one last time with you all.  I will be working with the leadership here, the leadership at St. John as well as the two district for the best time to transition.

My family and I also covet your prayers as we make this transition and change. We also ask your prayers that the Lord would provide the right house for us to purchase or even in the short time a place to rent.  

In Service to Christ Alone,

Pastor Michael Nielsen  
 

Council Meeting 02/13/24

Present:  Pastor Micheal Nielsen, President John Steele, Vice President Josh Millerman, Secretary Emily Steele, Treasurer MaryAnn Thompson, Trustee Tom Lipke, Elder Don Duncan, Board of Education Chris Severt

President John Steele called the meeting to order

Pastor led us in devotional and prayer

Secretary Report from January was sent out electronically.  A motion was made to approve the minutes by Don Duncan and seconded by Chris Severt.

Treasurer Report:  Ms. Thompson provided financial reports as of February 5th.  The net income for the church was negative for the month of January by approximately $8400.  The negative balance is likely due to several factors.  One is the bill due to recent roof construction over the altar guild room.  The council agreed funds for the roofing bill should come from decided building funds.  In addition, the church mutual insurance bill was due for the year.  The bill has increased this year by $2000.  Ms. Thompson will investigate to make sure our policy reflects the appropriate liability for the church and daycare and will adjust the budget as necessary. In the future we will look at whether the daycare as a business should share the cost of the insurance.  Finally, the furnace required repair this winter and resulted in a Heat Solutions bill for $2400.

There is an expense for the daycare TracPhone.  This expense will be moved to the daycare budget.

Gifts and Memorials needs to be corrected the budget report.  The church will go back to handwritten records and back date to more accurately document individual gifts and the intended use.  In the future, the church needs to be more specific when gifts and memorials come in for record keeping.

Any bills that are approved can go to Scott weekly.

Integrity accounting will take over accounting services as of March 1st, 2024.  Direct deposit will be done through Sterling Bank.  The new accounting firm will amend the organist taxes as discussed in previous meetings.

A motion was made to approve the treasurers report by Chris Sever and seconded by Don Duncan.

Elder Report:  Mr. Duncan reported that the elders discussed coverage schedules for church services.  There were no transfers or releases since the last meeting.  The elders discussed visitation of members and progress on the altar lights. 
  
The elders requested that pastor announce that members of sister congregations are welcome to commune at Salem and asked to remind visitors to sign the visitation book.

In addition, the elders would like to start putting last names on the prayer list and the reason for praying is people are comfortable with that information.

Chris Severt made a motion to approve the elder report and was seconded by MaryAnn Thompson

Trustee Report:   Mr. Lipke reported that the bill for roof over the altar guild room was $4800.  The construction was well done.  In the upcoming weeks, he will be updating inside of altar guild room.  Recently the furnace stopped working and a new control box was required.  Heat Solutions repaired the furnace and let Mr. Lipke know the primary thermostat is the one by the office.  The bill for the furnace repair was $2800.

Josh Millerman made a motion to approve the trustee report and Don Duncan seconded it.

Board of Ed Report:   Mr. Severt reported that the board plans on paying $12000 toward the building loan due to a surplus from the grant A program.  The daycare director, Ms. Thompson is looking at splitting preschool room to help transition younger kids and allow more space in the toddler room.  She will correlate with talk with the state to see what is required.  The Board of Ed is finalizing a scholarship program for graduates of Salem Lutheran Preschool.  The Board of Ed is looking at ways to engage students in the Sunday school program.  YFM has snow tubing scheduled for February 11th.  Making soup for shut-ins is scheduled in March.  An Easter egg hunt is scheduled for March 30th.  Salem will have a Chili/cookie contest April 7th.

Tom Lipke made a motion to approve the Board of Ed report and was seconded by Josh Millerman.

Pastor Report:  Pastor read Salem’s mission statement.  Pastor will install newly elected officers during service on 2/18.
Pastor went to visit a call to St. John’s in North Prairie this week.  He is open to any opinions or thoughts, and will announce his decision by March 3rd.

There is no new news on Christ Community Lutheran school.  Pastor was unable to attend the most recent winkle.  Upcoming in the future is a circuit conversation about solutions for changes in pastors in several churches in the circuit.
The men’s Bible study is studying the book of John.  Thursday Bible study is looking at the Lutheran Witness.
Sunday Morning Bible Study is looking at the book of Exodus.  Catechism class is going well.

The church doors were left open Sunday afternoon.  Two people entered the church and were asking for money.  We may need to make sure the last person to leave is willing and able to lock the doors.

Pastor will be secretary for the Barron Chamber of Commerce.  Pastor has made a parsonage needs/wish list for future improvements.

Don Duncan made a motion to approve the Pastors report and was seconded by Chris Severt.

Old Business:  Integrity Accounting will provide services to Salem as of March 1st.

New Business:  Integrity Accounting would like to attend the March meeting and review the budget.
Mr. Steele received a letter from a church member concerned about the organist tax issue.  Mr. Steele called the member and explained that the situation was in the process of being resolved.

Chirs Severt made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by MaryAnn Thompson.

Pastor led the council in the Lord’s Prayer.
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Men’s Club Meeting February 6 2024
 
· Tom called meeting to order
· Pastor lead us in prayer
· Secretary’s report was given from 1/2/2024 minutes.
· Treasurer’s report was given by Jim.
· Old Business:  Supper for the ladies went very well.  Everyone seemed to have a good time and had a good meal.
· New Business:  Talked about Easter Brunch meal after Sunrise service. Talked about menu.
· Tabled election of officers as we only had 5 people at the meeting.
· Don made motion to adjourn.
· Closed with The Lord’s Prayer
Minutes by Don Duncan, Secretary 
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March  11:  Madelyn Weinert

March 27:  Addison Rivard

March 31:  Hannah Nielsen
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March 1:  Shawn Dennis, Mary Hammann, Stan Koenig

March 8:  Luke McGowan

March 9:  Logan Crawford & Rusty Weise

March 15:   Mary Ann Wheeler

March 16:  Piper Millerman

March 17:  Megan Ruppel

March 18:  Jolene Severt

March 19:  Krew Kirkman

March 22:  Scot Hammann, Marty Schipull, & Herbert Zabel

March 24:  Rebekah Bryan

March 26:  Jim Metcalf & Adam Wheeler

March 29:  Kailynn Duncan
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How to Contact Us
Pastor Michael Nielsen – (218) 280-0999
Pastor’s Email – rev.mike.nielsen@gmail.com
Church Office – (715) 537-3011                                                       Church Email: salembarron@gmail.com
Preschool – (715) 537-3011 ext.14
Mary Ann Wheeler, Parish Musician – (715) 205-1158
Church Service Phone –1 (888) 505-1870
Salem’s New Web Page Is: https://www.salembarron.com/
Click on enter the following link and follow the prompts to support Salem. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6137330 	

March Greeters
3 – Trevor Duncan Family
10 – Melissa Miller Family
17 – Austin Stabenow Family
24 – Dwayne Stabenow Family
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March/April 
Duffy Anderson 	              	715-537-9218
Jeanne Perala				715-986-2335
Will and Kathy Schuettpelz		715-418-3637
Randy and Sue Church		715-537-5901
Roger and Ann Fagerlin		715-458-4096
Mary Hammann			715-205-3455
Stan and Nancy Koenig		715-434-8742
Mike and Debbie Kuhrt		715-637-5906
David & Cindy Steel			715-418-0202
Bernie Pedersen			715-458-3304







March Elders
3 – 9:00 Josh 
6– 12:00 Don 		6:30 Paul
10 – 9:00 Trevor 
13– 12:00 Stan		6:30 Josh
17 – 9:00 Stan
20– 12:00 Don 		6:30 Paul
24 –9:00 Don
28 – 12:00 Stan		6:30 Josh
29 – 12:00 Don		6:30 Josh
31 – 7:00 Don		9:00 Stan
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Coffee Schedule
3 – David & Cindy Steel
10 – YFM/Daylight Savings Day
17 –Duane & Denise Stabenow
24 – John & Emily Steele Family
31 – Men’s Club – Easter Brunch

March Ushers
Dwayne Stabenow
Austin Stabenow
Grant Stabenow
Jonathon Miller
Trevor Duncan
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1
	2

	3 Purple

   9:00 am Communion Worship
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class

	4

7:00 pm Elders

	5

7:30 am Bible Class  
9:30 am Men’s Club
6:30pm Stan’s Bible class 
   
	6
 
Noon:  Lenten Service
4-5pm Confirmation
5:00 pm Supper
6:30 Lenten Service

	7

11 am Bible Class


	8
	9



	10  Purple

  9:00 am  Worship 
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class 
  
	11
7pm
New Member class

	12

   7:30 am Bible Class 
   7:00 pm Council

	13

Noon:  Lenten Service
5:00 pm Supper 
6:30 Lenten Service

	14

11 am Bible Class


	15
	16 

	17  Purple
  
   99:00 am Communion Worship
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class
  11:05 am YFM Meeting
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	18


	19

7:30 am Bible Class 
6:30 pm Stan’s Bible class
	20

Noon:  Lenten Service
4-5pm Confirmation
5:00 pm Supper 
6:30 Lenten Service
7:15 BOE



	21

11 am Bible Class


	  22

	  23


	24 Red – Palm Sunday

    9:00 am  Worship 
   Confirmation
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class 


	25
	26

7:30 am Bible Class
	27

4-5pm Confirmation



	28 Purple
 Maundy Thursday
Noon:  Service
6:30 pm Service

	  29 Black

  Good Friday

  Noon:  Service
  6:30 pm Service

	 30
10 am- noon
Easter Egg Hunt

	31 White
  7:00 am Easter Sunrise Service
  7:30 Easter Breakfast
  9:00 Easter Communion Service
  New Members 
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 SS/Bible Class
  Pastor’s last service
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March 30th 2024

Crafts & Lite Lunch too!

Children must be
accompanied by an
adult

1360 E. La Salle Ave Barron, W1 54812
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" The heavens declare
the glory of God,
and the sk’ﬁabove
proclaim the work

- of His hands.

Psalm 19:1 (NIV)





